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   FAMILY

There are many things that can 
contribute to a dog’s coat being 
in poor condition.  Often when 
we see a dog with hair loss, we 
automatically think he has mange 
even thought this is not always the 
case.

Tiny mites living on or in the 
dog’s skin cause true mange.  In 
the Torres St and Cape York, the 
most common mange is caused by 
demodex mites, which are cigar 
shaped and live down in the hair 
follicles. 

 With this demodectic mange, 
the mites crowd the hair follicles 
and cause the hair to drop out in 
patches. Often the follicles get 
infected and then the dog will also 
be itchy.

In the Australian outback, the 
common mange is caused by 

sarcoptes mites, which live on the 
surface of the skin. This sort of 
mange is called scabies. This sort of 
mange is very itchy for the dog and 
people who catch the mites quite 
easily when they are in contact with 
the dog.  This is not common in the 
Torres Strait.

The easiest and most effective way 
of a treating dog with mange is for 
the vet to give him anti-parasite 
injections. If the skin has become 
infected then the vet may also have 
to give him antibiotic injections and 
tablets.

True mange is most common in 
dogs under a year old. If these 
young dogs are not treated, 
they will carry the problem into 
adulthood. These adult dogs can 
be harder to treat. For this reason, 
growing dogs should be treated as 

quickly as possible. If the mange 
gets set in, it becomes harder to 
permanently get rid of the mites.

Often dogs loose hair and itch even 
though they don’t have mange 
mites.  Other common reasons 
for itchy skin and hair loss are 
staph skin infections and allergies. 
Sometimes skin problems can also 
be due to nutritional deficiencies or 
even hormonal problems. 

Often more than one problem is 
going on at the same time. For 
example, if a dog has poor nutrition 
then he is more likely to get bad 
skin because his body is not strong 
enough to fight against the different 
sorts of skin infections and mite 
infestations.

The vet has a whole range of dog 
skin treatments depending on what 
the exact problem is.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH DR. JO
TORRES STRAITS
Contact Torres Shire Council  
Ph. 4069 1336
CAIRNS MOBILE SERVICE: 
Ph. 0408 779 820 
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