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   FAMILY

cCharity  
     Dog Walk

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH DR. JO
THURSDAY ISLAND: March 15th and 16th.
Contact Torres Shire Council for bookings:
 Ph. 4069 1336
CAIRNS: Dr. Jo’s mobile service  Ph.  0408 779 820

Many people would have been surprised to see large 
numbers of dogs, accompanied by their obedient owners, 
walking through the streets and along the Esplanade on 
Thursday Island on Sunday 3rd Feb.

The fundraising dog walk was successfully organised by 
Hannah Wilson, Remote Welfare Officer for Rescue Foster 
Adopt, Jade Steven’s from Uncle Frankie’s coffee and Heidi 
Eastcott, mother of the Bulldogs.  

In response to this event, forty well dressed dogs and their 
owners followed a circuit starting from the Douglas Street 
Cafe. They made a wonderful looking procession along 
the waterfront with many of the dogs and their owners 
wearing dresses, shirts and bandanas for the occasion.

With dogs ranging from the smallest, “Prince,” a grey and 
white Maltese cross, to our huge 55 kg Island dog “Grizzly,” 
(who was not at all Grizzly), the group of dogs was as varied 
and interesting as their owners.  Help from many people in 
the community made this event especially successful. 

The iced doggie treats made by Lorraine were a particular 
hit on such a hot sunny day.  Generous people cooked cakes 
and also contributed prizes for the day’s competitions.

Lucy’s staffy  “ Pax “from the Thursday Island pharmacy 
and Maor’s dog Wez from the Ilan Cafe both won prizes for 
being the best dressed dogs wearing their flowery Island 
dress and shirt.

Mick and his dog Quake, from the Thursday Island 
pharmacy, won the best lookalike competition in their 
matching black and white outfits.

Julia’s dog, “ Sonic, “ took the prize for the scruffiest dog.

Sarah from the NAB and Tess from Waiben Marine 
were both fortunate enough to win well-stocked doggie 
hampers.

Thanks to all the attending owners and to the people who 
helped contribute to the events by baking cakes and doggie 
treats, who between them helped raise over $1500. 
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The money raised has been given to Rescue Foster Adopt, 
which is the first organisation to actively help the Torres’ 
strays. This organisation was started in November 2012 and 
has so far found permanent homes for 10 homeless dogs 
and puppies and one kitten. Many other strays from the 
Island have been placed into foster homes, where they are 
looked after by their foster parents until forever homes can 
be found. The rescued strays are micro-chipped, vaccinated 
and desexed before being put into their permanent homes.

Rescue Foster adopt are always looking for new foster 
parents for their strays, especially in Cairns but also on 
Thursday Island. This gives you the opportunity to enjoy 

caring for an animal that would otherwise be hungry and 
roaming the streets, without the commitment of owning 
them permanently. This has proved to be a rewarding 
experience for the foster parents and a better life for the 
strays. If you would like to be involved either as a foster 
parent or if you are interested in permanently adopting 
a puppy or kitten please contact this organisation on 
rescuefosteradopt@hotmail.com

Good on you Hannah and all the people who helped 
and attended this event. It made an enjoyable day for all 
involved and will help many dogs, which otherwise might 
have a lonely, hungry life.
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